Appln. No. 10/033,575 

Amendment dated December 5, 2003 

Response to Office Action of December I, 2003 



Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 

23. (Previously presented) An operative combination for use in measuring bioanalyte 

in a sample; the combination comprising: 

(a) a sensor strip; the sensor strip comprising: 

(i) a substrate having a first end, a second end opposite the first end, a first 
side edge extending between the first end and second end, and a second 
side edge, opposite the first side edge and extending between the first end 
and second end; 

(A) the substrate first end sized for insertion into an electrical 
connector; 

(ii) a sample chamber positioned between the first and second ends; 

(iii) at least three electrodes on the substrate and in operative contact with the 
sample chamber, each of the electrodes including a separate electrode 
trace extending from the sample chamber and along a length of the 
substrate; and 

(iv) an insertion monitor stripe on the substrate; 

(b) an electrical connector in electrical communication with a meter, the electrical 
connector having a sensor strip receiving area sized for operative receipt of the 
first end of the substrate; the electrical connector further comprising: 

(i) a first contact structure comprising at least three contact leads, one each of 
which is positioned to engage one each of three of the at least three 
electrode traces of the sensor strip when the substrate is operatively 
positioned with the first end positioned in the sensor strip receiving area of 
the electrical connector; 

(ii) a second contact structure comprising at least a first insertion lead and a 
second insertion lead, each of the first and second insertion leads being 
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positioned to operatively engage the insertion monitor stripe when the first 
end is operatively positioned in the sensor strip receiving area; 

(A) the first insertion lead being positioned with a portion thereof 
extending across the first side edge of the sensor strip substrate to 
engage the insertion monitor stripe when the first end is 
operatively positioned in the sensor strip receiving area of the 
electrical connector; and, 

(B) the second insertion lead being positioned with a portion thereof 
extending across the second side edge of the sensor strip substrate 
to engage the insertion monitor stripe when the first end is 
operatively positioned in the sensor strip receiving area of the 
electrical connector; 

(c) the sensor strip being removably mounted to the electrical connector with the 
substrate first end received in the sensor strip receiving area. 



24. (Previously presented) An operative combination according to claim 23 wherein: 

(a) the insertion monitor stripe extends across the substrate from the first side edge to 
the second side edge. 



25. (Previously presented) An operative combination according to claim 23 wherein: 

(a) the substrate has a first end edge adjacent the first end; and 

(b) each one of the at least three electrode traces terminates at the first end edge of the 
substrate first end. 



26. (Previously presented) A kit for use in measuring bioanalyte in a sample; the kit 

comprising: 

(a) a sensor strip; the sensor strip comprising: 

(i) a substrate having a first end, a second end opposite the first end, a first 
side edge extending between the first end and second end, and a second 
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side edge, opposite the first side edge and extending between the first end 
and second end; 

(A) the substrate first end sized for insertion into an electrical 
connector; 

(ii) a sample chamber positioned between the first and second ends; 

(iii) at least three electrodes on the substrate and in operative contact with the 
sample chamber, each of the electrodes including a separate electrode 
trace extending from the sample chamber of the substrate; and 

(iv) an insertion monitor stripe on the substrate; 

(b) an electrical connector having a sensor strip receiving area sized for operative 

receipt therein of the first end of the sensor strip substrate; the electrical connector 
further comprising: 

(i) a first contact structure comprising at least three contact leads, one each of 
which is positioned to engage one each of three of the at least three 
electrode traces of the sensor strip when the substrate is operatively 
positioned with the first end positioned in the sensor strip receiving area of 
the electrical connector; 

(ii) second contact structure comprising at least a first insertion lead and a 
second insertion lead, each of the first and second insertion leads being 
positioned to operatively engage the insertion monitor stripe when the 
sensor strip first end is operatively positioned in the sensor strip receiving 
area; 

(A) the first insertion lead being positioned with a portion thereof 
extending across the first side edge of the sensor strip substrate to 
engage the insertion monitor stripe when the first end is 
operatively positioned in the sensor strip receiving area of the 
electrical connector; and, 

(B) the second insertion lead being positioned with a portion thereof 
extending across the second side edge of the sensor strip substrate 
to engage the insertion monitor stripe when the first end is 
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operatively positioned in the sensor strip receiving area of the 
electrical connector. 

27. (Previously presented) A kit according to claim 26 wherein: 

(a) the insertion monitor stripe extends from the first side edge of the substrate to the 
second side edge of the substrate. 

28. (Previously presented) A kit according to claim 27 wherein: 

(a) the sensor strip substrate has a first end edge adjacent the first end, the first end 
edge extending between the first side edge and the second side edge; 

(b) each one of the at least three contact leads of the first contact structure is 
positioned to extend across the first end edge of the sensor strip substrate to 
engage one of the at least three electrode traces when the sensor strip substrate 
first end is operatively positioned in the sensor strip receiving area of the 
electrical connector. 

29. (Previously presented) A kit according to claim 27 wherein: 

(a) the sample chamber includes a measurement zone having a volume of no more 
than 1 \xl. 

30. (Previously presented) A kit according to claim 29 wherein: 
(a) the sensor strip is a side-filling sensor strip. 

3 1 . (Previously presented) A kit according to claim 27 wherein: 
(a) the sensor strip is a tip-filling sensor strip. 

32. (Previously presented) A kit according to claim 27 wherein: 

(a) at least one of the at least three electrodes of the sensor strip is a working 
electrode covered by a redox mediator. 
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33. (Previously presented) A kit according to claim 32 wherein: 

(a) the redox mediator comprises a transition metal compl ex of osmium. 

34. (Previously presented) A kit according to claim 33 wherein: 

(a) a first one of the at least three electrodes of the sensor strip is positioned opposite 
to, and facing, a second one of the at least three electrodes of the sensor strip, with 
the sample chamber positioned therebetween. 

35. (Previously presented) A kit according to claim 34 wherein: 

(a) the first one of the at least three electrodes is separated from the second one of the 
at least three electrodes by no more than 50 jam. 

36. (Previously presented) A kit according to claim 27 wherein: 

(a) the at least three electrodes of the sensor strip are positioned coplanar with one 
another. 

37. (Previously presented) A kit according to claim 27 wherein: 

(a) the sensor strip comprises first and second, non-conducting, base substrates; 

(b) the sample chamber and the at least three electrodes are positioned between the 
first and second base substrates; 

(i) one of the at least three electrodes being a reference electrode positioned 
on one of the first and second, non-conducting, substrates; 

(A) the reference electrode comprising a conductive carbon electrode; 
and 

(ii) a second one of the at least three electrodes is a first working electrode 
positioned on one of the first and second non-conducting substrates; 
(A) the first working electrode comprising a conductive carbon 

electrode; and 

(iii) a third one of the at least three electrodes is a second working electrode 
positioned on one of the first and second non-conducting substrates; 
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(A) said second working electrode comprising a conductive carbon 
electrode. 



38. (Previously presented) A kit according to claim 37 wherein: 

(a) the electrical connector further comprises a portion of a system that includes a 
sensor meter having: 

(i) a component to selectively provide at least one of potential and current to 
the first contact structure; 

(ii) a processor to selectively determine analyte concentration from sensor 
signals received via the electrical connector; and, 

(iii) a display to selectively show results determined from the sensor signals. 

39. (Previously presented) A kit according to claim 37 wherein: 

(a) the insertion monitor stripe is positioned on an opposite side of one of the non- 
conducting base substrates from the sample chamber. 



40. (Currently amended) A method of measuring bioanalyte in a sample; said method 
including a st e p of comprising : 

(a) measuring a bioanalyte concentration in a sample, which includes inserting a first 

end of a sensor strip into a sensor strip receiving area of a electrical connector; the 

step of inserting including: 

(i) contacting one each of at least three contact leads in the electrical 
connector with separate ones of at least three electrode traces on the sensor 
strip; and 

(ii) contacting first and second insertion leads of the electrical connector with 
an insertion monitor stripe on the sensor strip: 

(A) the step of inserting including positioning the sensor strip so that 
the first insertion lead extends across a first side edge of the sensor 
strip to engage the insertion monitor stripe; and 
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(B) the step of inserting including positioning the sensor strip so that 
the second insertion lead extends across a second side edge of the 
sensor strip to engage the insertion monitor strip, the second side 
edge being an edge opposite the first side edge. 

4 1 . (Previously presented) A method according to claim 40 wherein: 

(a) the step of inserting includes positioning the sensor strip so that each one of three 
contact leads in the electrical connector extends across a first end edge of the 
sensor strip, to engage a respective electrode trace; 

(i) the first end edge extending between the first and second side edges. 

42. (Previously presented) A method according to claim 40 wherein: 

(a) the step of inserting includes inserting a first end of a sensor strip which includes, 
in a portion of the sensor strip other than the first end, a sample chamber 
including blood therein. 



9 



